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The Explorationist Newsletter is brought to you as a ‘member service’ of the Ontario  
Prospectors Association. The purpose is to share news and information amongst its members 

and also to act as the association’s  ‘Political Voice’.  
     The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the  
Ontario Prospectors Association, including all of it’s members and Directors. The writers  

accept full ownership of their contributions.  

OPA WORKING FOR YOU 
 

The Liberal government in power in Ontario 
has been a very busy group since being 
handed the reins of the Province. 
The Ontario Prospectors Association has been 
focused on a number of issues over the last six 
months that affect our industry. The issues 
have been placed on our plate in rapid succes-
sion and there has not been a lot of time to re-
spond. It seems that on a monthly basis there 
has been an issue to be addressed and  
response times are weeks not months. 
1. Changes to the Employment Standard 

Act: These changes effect length of time 
worked before rest periods are required. 
This ongoing modification has been moni-
tored and responded to by John Blogg of 
the Ontario Mining Association (also a 
new OPA Director representing OMA). 
Please review the report completed by 
John in this issue. The ramifications have 
an effect on all exploration and mining 
operators in the Province. 

2. Bill 97: An Act Respecting the Sharing of 
Resource Revenue with First Nations. 
This Act received second reading and 
went to a Standing Committee. In coop-
eration with the OMA, the OPA presented 
to the hearings that took place across the 
north. The Bill is presently being re-
viewed by the Standing Committee and 
we await their findings. 

3. Bill 133: An Act to Amend the Envi-
ronmental Protection Act and the On-
tario Water Resources Act in Respect 
of Enforcement and Other Matters. 
This Bill has received first reading. A 
Coalition of over 20 associations, rep-
resenting a broad spectrum of On-
tario’s businesses and industries has 
come together to advocate change to 
this Bill as written. Our combined 
memberships represent the majority of 
high value-added jobs in Ontario and 
are major driving forces in the Ontario 
economy. For further information on 
Bill 133 please review to articles in 
this issue. All members of the Coali-
tion want to work co-operatively with 
the government and other concerned 
stakeholders to ensure that Ontario 
has progressive and effective environ-
mental protection. 

4. Parks Act opened for Review: The 
OPA once again has teamed up with 
other stakeholders to address these 
issues. I include an article on the re-
quest to the Minister of Natural Re-
sources and the members of the group 
in this issue. 

5. Northern Boreal Initiative: As most 
know the MNR is working on moving 
the line that forestry can occur further 
north. This will result in increased ac-
cess to potential areas to prospect and 
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 mine. Along with this there would be 
new protected areas created on the land-
scape. This process will be ongoing 
over the next 10 years with the first 
Community Based Land Use Plans be-
ing delivered this spring. The OPA is at 
the table and will be working to protect 
high mineral potential lands. 

6. Ontario Living Legacy Disentanglement: 
I know this issue seems like it won’t go 
away! Over the past three years I be-
lieve we have made progress and the 
last portion of the project should be 
completed very soon. The areas of min-
ing claim conflict with protected areas 
have been worked down to two. These 
two are areas the Partnership for Public 
Lands and OPA are not going to come 
to consensus on a solution. Both parties 
have asked the Minister’s of MNDM 
and MNR to resolve the issue. This de-
cision is expected in February. 

 
These are some of the forefront issues the OPA 
is working on. If you have an issue that require 
our input please contact me at 1-866-259-3727.    
 

ONTARIO EXPLORATION AND  
GEOSCIENCE SYMPOSIUM 

Toronto, December 2004 
 

Once again this year a very successful show oc-
curred at the Delta Chelsea in Toronto. We had 
over 420 participants walking the floor and at-
tending the presentations. There were 40 booth 
and 40 posters with over 58 speakers informing 
their peers on the last year of events. 
The workshops put on by Canadian Exploration 
Geophysics Society (KEGS), Ontario Associa-
tion of Remote Sensing (OARS) and Mira  
Geoscience were all well attended and  
professionally presented. 
KEGS also helped provide two speakers ses-
sions on exploration geophysics which the OPA 
thanks them for. 
The Honourable Rick Bartolucci and  
Honourable David Ramsay both attended this 
year giving key note addresses to the attendees. 
This is two years in a row having the Ministers 
of MNDM and MNR, respectively, attend the 
event. The OPA interprets this as a sign of con-

tinued cooperation of the Ministries that will 
benefit all Crown Land stakeholders. 
 
Early Bird Draw Winners: 
(1) Harold Watts 
(2) Marcelle Hauseux 
(3) Stephen Kissin 
 
Lanyard Return Draw Winner:  
Rolf Pederson, McPhar Geophysics,  
a Garmin GPS 
 
Hi Susan, 
  
What a pleasant surprise!  And to think that I 
just about didn't leave my lanyard. 
  
Thanks, and congratulations, to your group 
for putting on a great symposium. 
  
Regards, 
Rolf 
 
Once again THANK YOU for your sup-
port and we look forward to your  
continued participation. 
 
ARTHUR COCKSHUTT A TRUE  
PROSPECTOR:  
 
(1897 – 1974) Pioneer Canadian prospector 
 and co-founder of MacLeod-Cockshutt Gold 
 Mine, Geraldton, Ontario, 1933 
  
PERSONAL DATA 
   
Born:   November 22, 1897 
Padiham, Lancashire, England 
Emigrated to Canada, settled with mother 
Mary at 332 Bartlett Avenue, Toronto 
  
Employment History: 
  
(i) very short employment with Grand & Toy, 
Toronto, about 1918 
(ii) balance of life dedicated to prospecting 
and eventually mining executive vice-
president MacLeod-Cockshutt Gold Mine. 
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